
PCC Judging Guidelines July 2023

Grading All Grades
Award Entry Acceptance Merit Honour

Judges Score Points 1-3 4 - 8 9 - 11 12 - 15

Criteria

Use this score to disqualify an entry. An 
image may be disqualified if;
• It is considered not to fit the definition of 
the Set Subject
• It clearly infringes on another artist’s 
copyright or contains material of an 
inappropriate nature.
The image displays serious technical 
defects, such as an extreme under or 
overexposure, very poorly handled focus, 
substantial (and clearly unintended) camera 
movement, or similar problems, or 
noteworthy shortcomings in image
content.

Acceptable Exposure
Acceptable Focus
Some Knowledge of when to crop
Picture clean and well presented

Correct Exposure
In Focus
Some Knowledge of when to crop
Picture clean and well presented
Basic Elements of Composition

Correct Exposure
In Focus
Some Knowledge of when to crop
Picture clean and well presented
Basic Elements of Composition
Some Impact

Number of awards Only in rare occasions Unlimited Unlimited 8-12% of entries only

Grading All Grades
Award Entry Acceptance Merit Honour

Judges Score Points 1-3 4 - 9 10- 12 13 - 15

Criteria

Use this score to disqualify an entry. An 
image may be disqualified if;
• It is considered not to fit the definition of 
the Set Subject
• It clearly infringes on another artist’s 
copyright or contains material of an 
inappropriate nature.
The image displays serious technical 
defects, such as an extreme under or 
overexposure, very poorly handled focus, 
substantial (and clearly unintended) camera 
movement, or similar problems, or 
noteworthy shortcomings in image
content.

Correct Exposure
In Focus
Some Knowledge of when to crop
Picture clean and well presented
Element of Composition - Should begin 
to show an understanding of the 
importance of Lines, Shapes and 
Forms

• The image is acceptable in most 
respects (E.g. Technical, content, 
composition, etc.) and creates some 
interest for the viewer.

Correct Exposure
In Focus
Some Knowledge of when to crop
Picture clean and well presented
Element of Composition - Should begin 
to show an understanding of the 
importance of Lines, Shapes and 
Forms
Impact (Not a strong requirement)

• Technical aspects and image content 
have been competently handled, and it 
shows one aspect of emotion, impact,
creativity or story for the viewer.
Most of the image aspects is above 
average. It shows some aspects of 
emotion, impact, creativity or story
in its presentation.

Correct Exposure
In Focus
Some Knowledge of when to crop
Picture clean and well presented
Element of Composition - Should begin 
to show an understanding of the 
importance of Lines, Shapes and 
Forms
Impact

• The image has a strong emotional 
influence, visual impact or
creativity and narrative content.
The image is exceptional and worthy 
of special recognition.

Number of awards Only in rare occasions Unlimited Unlimited 8-12% of entries only

Grading All Grades
Award Entry Acceptance Merit Honour

Judges Score Points 1-3 4 - 10 11- 13 14 - 15

Criteria

Use this score to disqualify an entry. An 
image may be disqualified if;
• It is considered not to fit the definition of 
the Set Subject
• It clearly infringes on another artist’s 
copyright or contains material of an 
inappropriate nature.
The image displays serious technical 
defects, such as an extreme under or 
overexposure, very poorly handled focus, 
substantial (and clearly unintended) camera 
movement, or similar problems, or 
noteworthy shortcomings in image
content.

Correct Exposure
In Focus
Knowledge of when to crop
Picture clean and well presented
Composition - Should show an 
understanding of the importance of 
Lines, Shapes and Forms
Impact (Not a strong requirement)

• The image is acceptable in most 
respects (E.g. Technical, content, 
composition, etc.) and creates some 
interest for the
viewer.

Correct Exposure
In Focus
Knowledge of when to crop
Picture clean and well presented
Composition - Should show an 
understanding of the importance of 
Lines, Shapes and Forms
Impact

• Technical aspects and image content 
have been competently
handled, and it shows one aspect of 
emotion, impact, creativity or story for 
the viewer.
Most of the image aspects is above 
average.
It shows some aspects of emotion, 
impact, creativity or story in its 
presentation.

Correct Exposure
In Focus
Knowledge of when to crop
Picture clean and well presented
Composition - Should show an 
understanding of the importance of 
Lines, Shapes and Forms
Definate Impact

• The image has a strong emotional 
influence, visual impact or
creativity and narrative content.
The image is exceptional and worthy 
of special recognition.

Number of awards Only in rare occasions Unlimited Unlimited 8-12% of entries only

AB-Grade

A-Grade

B-Grade


