1. PHOTOSHOP Techniques        CORRECT COLOUR CAST    ROSSITER
There are several ways to correct a colour cast in Photoshop and it depends on the degree of colour to be neutralized as to which method will work best.

Important note: Whenever you are making changes to an image it is always a good idea to use

Adjustment Layers. This is a non-destructive way to work on your image and still have editable

control of the original. You will find the Adjustment Layer icon at bottom of Layers Palette (a circle

half black, half white).

Method 1 – Photo Filter

Go to Adjustment Layer, Photo Filter. Note: ensure that the Preserve Luminosity option is checked. From here you have 2 options, it depends on the photo as to which will work best for you. The quickest way is to choose one of the preset filters. If you click on the filter drop down menu there is a list of presets. Click on each to see how they affect your image. If none of these work well enough then click on the Colour swatch and the Colour Picker window appears. Move your curser over the portion of the image showing the greatest colour cast and click (note that your curser becomes an eyedropper). 
The values of that colour are now showing in your Colour Picker window. 

What we are[image: image1.emf] trying to achieve is a reversal of that cast so we need to reverse a couple of the values. 
In this window you will see 2 rows of values, the ones we want are the a & b in the centre far right. If the values are a positive number in these 2 windows you will need to place a minus sign in front, if they have a

minus sign already then remove it. 

This effectively creates a filter that is the opposite of the colour cast. Hit OK. 

Finally, by adjusting the density slider you can fine-tune the amount of the filter.

Method 2 – Colour Balance

Go to Adjustment Layer, Colour Balance. Note: ensure that the Preserve Luminosity option is

[image: image2.emf]checked.

With this method you have a finer control with options for Shadows, Midtones and Highlights. 
Click on each in turn (starting with Midtones) and adjust the three colour sliders according to needs.

Remember this is an adjustment layer so you can come back to it at anytime to make further corrections.

Method 3 – Selective Colour

Go to Adjustment Layer, Selective Colour. With this tool you have control over each aspect of each colour. Click on the drop down menu and choose the problem colour, adjust the slider controls

slightly then repeat process in the Neutral window. 
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This takes a bit of practice; each photo will need different adjustments, 
just play with the sliders until you are happy with the result. Hit OK.

Remember, being an adjustment layer you can go back and fiddle some more.

………………………………………………………………
2. CORRECT    UNDER/OVER-EXPOSED SHOTS

Method 1 – Blending Modes

A quick and easy way to make adjustments on either an under or over exposed shot it to use Blending Modes. 

First duplicate your layer (PC: Control J). Working on the new layer go to the Blending Mode drop down menu (at the top left of the layers palette). For under exposed shots (too dark) change Blending Mode from Normal to Screen; for over exposed shots (too light) change Blending Mode from Normal to Multiply (there is a possibility that you will need to repeat this process). 

Don’t worry if the adjustments are too extreme, adjusting the opacity level will sort this out.

Note: the opacity slider is at the top right of the Layers palette.
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Method 2 – Levels Adjustment

Go to Adjustment Layer, Levels. Notice in the image below (for an over exposed shot) that the

histogram shows a blow out in the Dark end of the graph. With this I would move the dark slide over

towards the beginning of the black. Make a slight adjustment to the light slide and then the mid tone

slide until you are happy with the result. Note: with an underexposed shot the histogram would show

problems on the light side of the graph.
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Method 3 – Shadow/Highlight

This one takes practice but the results are worth it. 

Go to Image, Adjustments, Shadow/Highlight.   Adjusting the 2 sliders shown here give a general result. Click the Show More Options button to open a more comprehensive window. 

The best way to learn this is just to play with it until you are happy with the result. 

